ALUMNI NEWS

Busy alumna authors pair of books, creates smartphone app

Kary Koonez (81 Journ) has
|'|'-.'I| |'II-'-. a5 EVET This past year

She has written a family travel
guide book, written a children's

picture book, co-authored a mem

oir and cr | a smartphone app
for travelers who visit the Grear
smoky Mountains

The tamily rravel puide book,
titled "Family Fun in the Smok
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national park in the United Stares,
Great Smoky Mountain National
Park

‘Researching and writing ‘Fam

ily Fun in the Smokies’ was an

edihivfon vear: 1.l Katy Koontz has enjoyed a productive
incredibly fun year. I checked out year, completing several projects.
every single place | wrore abour in (Photo by Colby McLemore/Colby’s
the book, including taking every  Photography)

step of every hike and narure walk children, the
profiled, often with my daughter Sam,” said Koontz, *The book does
book covers every family-friendly activity the park offers, teach them
so | did ::-.-‘..'||.L|||_'.|:-.|-__'1.i-|.-'-.-.'..|.| wer. | love ArIng COOperation
my favorite places, like a waterfall vou can walk behind.” with people
Koontz lives only about an hour from the Grear Smoky who are dif

Mountains and can even see the mountains from her ferent. It also
neighborhood. "Family Fun in the Smokies” is available in helps readers
r www. familvfuninthesmokies.com online
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Along with "Family Fun in the Smokies.™ Koonitz -
Along with "Family Fun in the Smokies,” Koonis evervthing has

stepped into the smartphone age with her new app called
3 = : 1 purpose,
smoky Mountain Travel Guide. With the app travelers get |

: whether
an insider's scoop on whar o see and do in the Smokies, i ' n T
: or not you notice it right away. " The Banana Police” is
ncluding accommodations, activities, attractions, restau :
) available ar heep://thebananapolice.com/ and Amazon,
rants and shopping. Users may sort entries they wanr to .
s com online.
read by category, by geographic area or by price

Another project for Koontz during the year was co-au

The app includes more than 2,400 images, along with

thoring a memoir titled “Yes, the Bee Can Fly" abour Sid
hours of operation, prices and rates for every entry. It also = ;
links to each entry’s weby | | | Mittra, Ph.D., a former professor of finance at Oakland
inks to each entry's webpage and provides murn-by-turn I
e ROR vell nap University in Michigan
ITECTIOns as Wicll as maps.,
[he smartphone app is available for the iPhone and He's a fascinatin i and he contacted m i
] years ago asking me to help him with his memoir,” she
Android-powered dev k f Ip | th |
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Koonez's chil

is about a little town in a jungle thar finds their elephants

saicl. "It was the story of how a man from India overcame

ren s picture book, “The Banana Police,”
seemingly insurmountable odds to come to this countr
to be oo obnoxious to live with anymore. As a resulr ind how he eventually succeeded once he got here.

the mayor calls on the elephant police to get rid of the His story fascinated me, not only because of the hope it
nhant promised to give readers, bur also because Sid has a rerrific

sense of humor.” The book is selfpublished by Mittra,
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ealized thev do need the pesky Koontz, an award-winning freelance writer who special

inas—and resi

pachvderms izes in health, lifestyles and travel, lives in Knoxville, Tenn

“I wrote ‘The Banana Police’ for my daughter Sam when  She has been published in a wide variety of publications,
she was a newhorn, just for fun,” said Koontz. °1 honestly including Reader's Digest, Child, Family Fun, Glamour,
idn't set out to write a book with any sort of message at Health, Men's Journal, National Geographic Traveler, Natural
all. T was just trying to come up with a fun story.” Parenting, Redbook, Self, Travel & Leisure, Vacations
Even withour the intention of conveving a message for and Woman's Day, among others -
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